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                                       HICKS WITH STICKS NEWS #200, October 21, 2008

THE POLKA COWBOYS: AS CORNY AS THEY WANT TO BE
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The Polka Cowboys don't play many polkas, but they could if they wanted to.  Trouble is that playing even a few more wouldn't leave them enough time for all the other corny old songs they love to play.  Listening to The Polka Cowboys CD makes it clear how well western swing and country corn go together.  This is music without lyin', cheatin', jails or honky-tonks.  Nope, western swing is for down home folks who like "Rose of San Antone," black-and-white era Hollywood cowboys, and looking at the world through Roy Rogers and Dale Evans' glasses.

The CD's first two tunes, "Good Time Momma" and "I'll Keep My Old Guitar" are so old and crunchy that their writers are listed as "Trad."  "Little Red Wagon" is by Rex Griffin; different writer, same corn.  Batting fourth in the CD's clean-up spot, is the inimitable, unsinkable "Sway," and if you know the sound of vi-O-lins, you know "Sway."  The Polka Cowboys version is enough to put a person on the floor, lying helpless, as if having been mugged with a corn stalk.  Rumor has it that on the night it was recorded, the band's fiddle player, Ray Landsberg, actually used a corn stalk instead of a fiddlestick to play "Sway."  Lead Polka Cowboy, Art "Cornsilk" Peterson, sings, wears a white hat, and plays the a-corn-dion. 

Now let's not give the wrong impression.   We're not saying corn is a bad thing.  Noooo, particularly not when played by guys who know what they're doing.  We don't want to be like those fancy-pants East Coast elitist liberals who wouldn't know a corn patch from a thicket of parking meters.  In fact, Hicks with Sticks News and The Polka Cowboys invite you into the heart of the corn patch at Champa Thai on the 4th Wednesday of every month.  The food is inexpensive and good, and there's a dance floor.  This is the most fun you can have at a free show with The Polka Cowboys who don't play many polkas at a Thai restaurant in El Sobrante on a Wednesday evening.  Guaranteed.  While you're there, pick up a copy of the CD.  It can keep you company when you're all by your lonesome, corny self or it can be a smash hit when you play it during your next hipster cocktail party.  Guaranteed.  Thepolkacowboys.com  

You can access Jose Segue’s website here:  http://www.hickswithsticks.com/
